
Not so soon (Luke 21:5-19)

CELEBRATING AT HOME
33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



Sign of the Cross
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord is here, present among us.
We are gathered with the whole Church 
in this moment of prayer.

Preparing to hear the Word
Lord Jesus,
you come to set us free.

Lord Jesus, 
you grant us the fullness of life.

Lord Jesus, 
you bring the Good News of salvation

 
Scripture Reading (Luke 21:5-19)

When some were talking about the Temple, remarking 
how it was adorned with fine stonework and votive 
offerings, Jesus said, ‘All these things you are staring at 
now - the time will come when not a single stone will 
be left on another: everything will be destroyed.’ And 
they put to him this question: ‘Master,’ they said, ‘when 
will this happen, then, and what sign will there be that 
this is about to take place?’

‘Take care not to be deceived,’ he said ‘because many 
will come using my name and saying, “I am he” and 
“The time is near at hand.” Refuse to join them. And 
when you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be 
frightened, for this is something that must happen 
but the end is not so soon.’ Then he said to them, 
‘Nation will fight against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be great earthquakes and plagues 
and famines here and there; there will be fearful sights 
and great signs from heaven.

But before all this happens, men will seize you 
and persecute you; they will hand you over to the 
synagogues and to imprisonment, and bring you 
before kings and governors because of my name - and 
that will be your opportunity to bear witness. ‘Keep 
this carefully in mind: you are not to prepare your 

defence, because I myself will give you an eloquence 
and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be 
able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even 
by parents and brothers, relations and friends; and 
some of you will be put to death. You will be hated by 
all men on account of my name, but not a hair of your 
head will be lost. Your endurance will win you your 
lives.’

Reflection - Not so soon

Passages of Scripture, like today’s Gospel, can leave us 
feeling disturbed. 

Talk of destruction, wars, revolutions, persecution 
and betrayal by close family members can be quite 
unsettling.

We have to read the Gospel as Luke’s community 
would have received it, knowing that the Temple and 
Jerusalem had already been destroyed (ca 70AD) at 
the end of the Jewish-Roman war, some 10-20 years 
before Luke’s Gospel was written. In the light of that 
destruction, and the ongoing persecution by both 
Romans and Jews, perhaps many in Luke’s community 
thought the end was near.

Looking at the world today many of us, too, are 
dismayed by the wars, persecutions and destruction in 
our own day.

Like Luke’s community, perhaps we, too, long for a 
saviour to come to our rescue, to make it all right. 
Maybe that is why so many are prepared to put their 
trust in harsh dictators who promise to make things 
right and restore a sense of control and national 
identity, even at the expense of basic human rights.

The words which Luke places on the lips of Jesus are 
designed to comfort and give hope. Jesus warns them 
not to listen to those who think they know God’s plan 
for the end of time – rather, they should know that 
God is with them always and no matter what happens.

The Church must continue its journey (persevere) in 
spite of all sorts of difficulties and persecutions. Like 
Jesus, the disciples will be vindicated by God with the 
gift of eternal life.
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Prayers of Intercession
For the whole Church:
may we bring fresh hope into the life of the world 
by the way we live the Gospel.

Help us to see our work 
as part of your creative life present within us

May all that we say and do,
build up the Body of Christ and our human family.

Lord’s Prayer
Formed by the teaching and example of Jesus,
we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Closing Prayer
Lord God,
fill us with the spirit of your Son
that we may witness his love in our families, 
our parishes and our world.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing
May the blessing of God be among us, 
and remain with us for ever. Amen.
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This resource is presented by the Carmelites for use by individuals, families and small groups as a prayerful celebration of the 
Word of God to help prepare us to celebrate the Eucharist with our worshipping communities. We are conscious that Christ 
is present not only in the Blessed Sacrament but also in the Scriptures and in our hearts. We are also conscious of the many 
people who, for various reasons including sickness and infirmity, cannot physically attend the Eucharist. Even when we are on 
our own we remain part of the Body of Christ.

In the room you decide to use for this prayer you could have a lighted candle, a crucifix and the Bible. These symbols 
help keep us mindful of the sacredness of our time of prayer and can help us feel connected with our local worshipping 
communities.

This text is arranged with parts for a leader and for all to pray, but the leader’s parts can be shared among those present.

As you use this prayer know that the Carmelites will be remembering in our prayer all the members of our family.


