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				Sincere & grounded faith (Matthew 23:1-12)

			

		

		
			
				CELEBRATING AT HOME

				31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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				Sign of the Cross

				In the name of the Father, and of the Son,

				and of the Holy Spirit.

				Amen.

				The Lord is here, present among us.

				We are gathered with the whole Church 

				in this moment of prayer.

				Preparing to hear the Word

				We have been called by God

				to be the Church,

				the Body of Christ and the Kingdom of God

				in this world.

				Faith gives us the promise of peace

				and makes known the demands of love.

				Fill us with the Holy Spirit

				through Christ, our Lord.

				Scripture Reading (Matthew 23:1-12)

				Addressing the people and his disciples Jesus said, ‘The Scribes and the Pharisees occupy the chair of Moses. You must therefore do what they tell you and listen to what they say; but do not be guided by what they do: since they do not practice what they preach. They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s shoulders, but will they lift a finger to move them? Not they! Everything they do is done to attract attention, like wearing broader phylacteries and longer tassels, like wanting to take the place of honour at banquets and the front seats in the synagogues, being greeted obsequiously in the market squares and having people call them Rabbi.

				You, however, must not allow yourselves to be called Rabbi, since you have only one Master, and you are all brothers. You must call no one on earth your father, since you have only one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor must you allow yourselves to be called teachers, for you have only one Teacher, the Christ.

				The greatest among you must be your servant. Anyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and anyone who humbles himself will be exalted.’

				Reflection - Sincere and grounded faith

				The warnings against the leaders conclude this week. This is the final part of this series of readings in which Jesus strongly criticises various groups of leaders who have failed to grasp what religion and faith in God are really about.

				The problem centres around the belief that religious practice is all that is necessary to be justified in God’s eyes. According to Jesus, however, it is really about conversion, the continual process of turning oneself towards God. Bit by bit as our hearts are changed by the Holy Spirit we come to see with God’s eyes and feel with God’s heart. That is why Jesus insists that it is what is within one’s heart that is important, not how many religious laws one fulfils.

				The Scribes and Pharisees have a ‘one-dimensional’, narrow view of religion and faith. Jesus’ view embraces the whole person in the journey of faith. As St Paul puts it in the Letter to the Romans: faith is a journey of being remade in the image and likeness of Christ. It changes and transforms every part of us.

				No true believer can live as though faith and life are separate. Often contemporary civil leaders wish that the Church would confine its comments only to ‘religious’ things. For us, all the dimensions of life are part of our religious framework – social, political, economic, physical, psychological, mental and spiritual.

				All these are viewed from the perspective of our faith. As Pope John Paul II said, “The light of the Gospel must be brought to bear on every aspect of human life.” Our moral sense of what is right and wrong develops as we reflect on the issues of human life in the light of the Gospel.

				Ours is never an attitude of “all’s fair in love and war”. No matter what the issue, or what sphere of human endeavour in which we are involved, our words and actions must always be true to the values of our Christian life.

				With Christ as our only teacher we learn the ways of wisdom and love. We learn how to live, not by the values of the world, but by the values of the Spirit.
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				CELEBRATING AT HOME

				31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

			

		

	
		
			
				Prayers of Intercession

				Help us to be open and honest

				in our actions and our words with one another.

				May our humanity

				be the sacrament of your life.

				Keep our minds and hearts in your love

				and grant what we ask through Christ our Lord.

				Lord’s Prayer

				Formed by the teaching and example of Jesus,

				we pray:

				Our Father, who art in heaven,

				hallowed be thy name.

				Thy kingdom come.

				Thy will be done on earth 

				as it is in heaven.

				Give us this day our daily bread

				and forgive us our trespasses,

				as we forgive those who trespass against us.

				And lead us not into temptation,

				but deliver us from evil.

			

		

		
			
				Closing Prayer

				God of life, love and creation,

				you call us to love with integrity

				and to act with compassion.

				Empower us with your strength

				as we strive to live as your people.

				Through Christ our Lord.

				Amen.

				Blessing

				May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ,

				the love of God,

				and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

				be with us now and always. Amen.
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				CELEBRATING AT HOME

				31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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				This resource is presented by the Carmelites of Australia & Timor-Leste at a time when many cannot gather together as we usually do to celebrate the Eucharist. We are conscious that Christ is present not only in the Blessed Sacrament but also in the Scriptures and in our hearts. Even when we are on our own we remain part of the Body of Christ. 

				In the room you decide to use for this prayer you could have a lighted candle, a crucifix and the Bible. These symbols help keep us mindful of the sacredness of our time of prayer and can help us feel connected with our local worshipping communities.

				This text is arranged with parts for a leader and for all to pray, but the leader’s parts can be shared among those present.

				As you use this prayer know that the Carmelites will be remembering in our prayer all the members of our family at this time.
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				www.carmelites.org.au | Facebook.com/CarmelitesAET

				Instagram.com/carmelitesaet

			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

				

			

		

		
			
				www.ocarm.org 

				Facebook.com/ocarm.org

			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

	OEBPS/image/249.png





OEBPS/image/117.png





OEBPS/image/257.png





OEBPS/image/125.png





OEBPS/image/206.png





OEBPS/image/37.png





OEBPS/image/8.png





OEBPS/image/214.png





OEBPS/image/29.png





OEBPS/image/53.png





OEBPS/image/184.png





OEBPS/image/141.png





OEBPS/image/273.png
\"/





OEBPS/image/88.png





OEBPS/image/10.png





OEBPS/image/168.png





OEBPS/image/176.png





OEBPS/image/222.png





OEBPS/image/45.png





OEBPS/image/133.png





OEBPS/image/265.png





OEBPS/image/250.png
Sl e T Unn - s





OEBPS/image/196.png





OEBPS/image/73.png





OEBPS/image/110.png





OEBPS/image/153.png





OEBPS/image/277.png





OEBPS/image/14.png





OEBPS/image/229.png





OEBPS/image/57.png





OEBPS/image/105.png





OEBPS/image/202.png





OEBPS/image/281.png





OEBPS/image/245.png





OEBPS/image/61.png





OEBPS/image/30.png





OEBPS/image/148.png





OEBPS/image/164.png





OEBPS/image/199.png





OEBPS/image/68.png





OEBPS/image/25.png





OEBPS/image/121.png





OEBPS/image/92.png





OEBPS/image/85.png





OEBPS/image/173.png





OEBPS/image/42.png





OEBPS/image/218.png





OEBPS/image/209.png





OEBPS/image/49.png





OEBPS/image/137.png





OEBPS/image/181.png





OEBPS/image/269.png





OEBPS/image/226.png





OEBPS/image/128.png





OEBPS/image/102.png





OEBPS/image/81.png





OEBPS/image/188.png





OEBPS/image/145.png





OEBPS/image/96.png





OEBPS/image/237.png





OEBPS/image/77.png





OEBPS/image/130.png





OEBPS/image/34.png





OEBPS/image/192.png





OEBPS/image/21.png





OEBPS/image/64.png





OEBPS/image/113.png





OEBPS/image/254.png





OEBPS/image/109.png





OEBPS/image/211.png





OEBPS/image/17.png





OEBPS/image/89.png





OEBPS/image/46.png





OEBPS/image/9.png





OEBPS/image/282.png





OEBPS/image/62.png





OEBPS/image/193.png





OEBPS/image/169.png





OEBPS/image/223.png





OEBPS/image/266.png





OEBPS/image/134.png





OEBPS/image/70.png





OEBPS/image/213.png





OEBPS/image/28.png





OEBPS/image/159.png





OEBPS/image/160.png





OEBPS/image/116.png





OEBPS/image/256.png





OEBPS/image/205.png





OEBPS/image/36.png





OEBPS/image/248.png
CarTne e





OEBPS/image/79.png





OEBPS/image/80.png





OEBPS/image/90.png





OEBPS/image/217.png





OEBPS/image/233.png





OEBPS/image/140.png





OEBPS/image/74.png





OEBPS/image/iStock-152538687.jpg





OEBPS/image/106.png





OEBPS/image/149.png





OEBPS/image/31.png





OEBPS/image/251.png





OEBPS/image/262.png





OEBPS/image/122.png





OEBPS/image/165.png





OEBPS/image/56.png





OEBPS/image/228.png





OEBPS/image/276.png





OEBPS/image/99.png





OEBPS/image/13.png





OEBPS/image/183.png





OEBPS/image/5.png





OEBPS/image/201.png





OEBPS/image/41.png





OEBPS/image/84.png





OEBPS/image/261.png





OEBPS/image/155.png





OEBPS/image/24.png





OEBPS/image/112.png





OEBPS/image/244.png
(21U





OEBPS/image/138.png





OEBPS/image/67.png





OEBPS/image/198.png





OEBPS/image/172.png





OEBPS/image/35.png





OEBPS/image/161.png





OEBPS/image/255.png





OEBPS/image/52.png





OEBPS/image/101.png





OEBPS/image/272.png
v





OEBPS/image/78.png





OEBPS/image/238.png





OEBPS/image/18.png





OEBPS/image/212.png





OEBPS/image/127.png





OEBPS/image/187.png





OEBPS/image/144.png





OEBPS/image/1.png





OEBPS/image/95.png





OEBPS/image/71.png
' 4





OEBPS/image/63.png





OEBPS/image/151.png





OEBPS/image/20.png





OEBPS/image/98.png





OEBPS/image/143.png





OEBPS/image/55.png





OEBPS/image/186.png





OEBPS/image/19.png





OEBPS/image/204.png





OEBPS/image/194.png





OEBPS/image/107.png





OEBPS/image/123.png





OEBPS/image/220.png





OEBPS/image/27.png





OEBPS/image/119.png





OEBPS/image/182.png





OEBPS/image/216.png





OEBPS/image/135.png





OEBPS/image/178.png





OEBPS/image/91.png





OEBPS/image/275.png





OEBPS/image/12.png





OEBPS/image/39.png





OEBPS/image/259.png





OEBPS/image/86.png





OEBPS/image/263.png





OEBPS/image/43.png





OEBPS/image/104.png





OEBPS/image/139.png





OEBPS/toc.xhtml

		
			
			


		
		
		PageList


			
						1


						2


						3


						4


			


		
		
		Landmarks


			
						Cover


			


		
	

OEBPS/image/260.png





OEBPS/image/171.png





OEBPS/image/40.png





OEBPS/image/83.png





OEBPS/image/147.png





OEBPS/image/111.png





OEBPS/image/154.png





OEBPS/image/243.png





OEBPS/image/197.png





OEBPS/image/66.png





OEBPS/image/190.png





OEBPS/image/75.png





OEBPS/image/23.png





OEBPS/image/32.png





OEBPS/image/235.png





OEBPS/image/15.png





OEBPS/image/200.png





OEBPS/image/252.png
6

B
¥





OEBPS/image/58.png





OEBPS/image/115.png





OEBPS/image/271.png





OEBPS/image/175.png





OEBPS/image/2.png





OEBPS/image/51.png





OEBPS/image/162.png





OEBPS/image/158.png





OEBPS/image/94.png





OEBPS/image/132.png





OEBPS/image/267.png





OEBPS/image/47.png





OEBPS/image/100.png





OEBPS/image/207.png





OEBPS/image/126.png





OEBPS/image/274.png





OEBPS/image/11.png





OEBPS/image/54.png





OEBPS/image/142.png





OEBPS/image/38.png





OEBPS/image/108.png





OEBPS/image/124.png





OEBPS/image/72.png





OEBPS/image/167.png





OEBPS/image/221.png





OEBPS/image/7.png





OEBPS/image/97.png





OEBPS/image/185.png





OEBPS/image/60.png
N





OEBPS/image/136.png





OEBPS/image/280.png





OEBPS/image/179.png





OEBPS/image/246.png
e e





OEBPS/image/44.png





OEBPS/image/203.png





OEBPS/image/87.png





OEBPS/image/264.png





OEBPS/image/195.png





OEBPS/image/258.png





OEBPS/image/215.png





OEBPS/image/26.png





OEBPS/image/118.png





OEBPS/image/69.png





OEBPS/image/170.png





OEBPS/image/16.png





OEBPS/image/59.png





OEBPS/image/236.png





OEBPS/image/180.png





OEBPS/image/219.png





OEBPS/image/76.png





OEBPS/image/210.png





OEBPS/image/253.png





OEBPS/image/33.png





OEBPS/image/279.png





OEBPS/image/129.png





OEBPS/image/189.png





OEBPS/image/270.png





OEBPS/image/163.png





OEBPS/image/93.png





OEBPS/image/120.png





OEBPS/image/50.png





OEBPS/image/103.png





OEBPS/image/3.png





OEBPS/image/146.png





OEBPS/image/65.png





OEBPS/image/242.png
QuUInsy





OEBPS/image/48.png





OEBPS/image/208.png





OEBPS/image/22.png





OEBPS/image/191.png





OEBPS/image/114.png





OEBPS/image/157.png





OEBPS/image/131.png





OEBPS/image/174.png





OEBPS/image/82.png





OEBPS/image/OT31A.png





