
The royal shepherd (Luke 23:35-43)

CELEBRATING AT HOME
FEAST OF CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE



Sign of the Cross
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord is here, present among us.
We are gathered with the whole Church 
in this moment of prayer.

Preparing to hear the Word
Lord Jesus,
you are our Way.

Lord Jesus, 
you are our Truth.

Lord Jesus, 
you are our Life.

 
Scripture Reading (Luke 23:35-43)

The people stayed there before the cross watching 
Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered at him. ‘He saved 
others,’ they said ‘let him save himself if he is the 
Christ of God, the Chosen One.’ The soldiers mocked 
him too, and when they approached to offer him 
vinegar they said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save 
yourself.’ Above him there was an inscription: ‘This is 
the King of the Jews.’ One of the criminals hanging 
there abused him. ‘Are you not the Christ?’ he said. 
‘Save yourself and us as well.’ But the other spoke up 
and rebuked him. ‘Have you no fear of God at all?’ he 
said. ‘You got the same sentence as he did, but in our 
case we deserved it: we are paying for what we did. 
But this man has done nothing wrong. Jesus,’ he said 
‘remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ 
‘Indeed, I promise you,’ he replied ‘today you will be 
with me in paradise.’

Reflection - The royal shepherd

On this last Sunday of the Church’s year we celebrate 
the Feast of Christ, the King. Today is a day to give 
thanks to God for all the blessings received during the 
past year. Most of all, we thank God for the great gift 
of his son. We celebrate Christ as King of the Universe 
and look forward to the coming of his kingdom in all 
its fullness at the end of time.

We are also conscious of the reign of God here and 
now. The Preface of today’s mass says that Christ’s 
kingdom is 

‘a kingdom of truth and life, 
a kingdom of holiness and grace,
a kingdom of justice, love, and peace’.

Whenever we act like Christ, the Kingdom of God 
breaks into our world. Whenever we are moved by 
the Spirit to proclaim the truth, to respond to need, 
to work for justice, to transform and heal our society, 
the Kingdom of God breaks into human reality and 
the grace of God becomes clearly visible in our words 
and actions. May we be a people who always seek to 
bring the reign of God’s goodness into our world. That 
would be the very best way of celebrating this feast.

The first reading from the book of Samuel tells the 
story of David’s election as king of Israel. Under David 
all the twelve tribes of Israel gathered to form one 
kingdom. The reading recalls God’s commission to 
David to be ‘shepherd of my people Israel’. David is 
not to lord it over his people, but to be a shepherd to 
them.

Like David, Christ comes to gather all people into the 
one Kingdom of God. He, too, acts as a shepherd-king 
to God’s people. 

The Gospel illustrates this clearly. Here is a king who 
gives up his life for his people. He has no fine clothes. 
His throne is the cross. His crown is made of thorns, 
not of gold. Even in the throes of death faith and 
forgiveness are at work and entry into the kingdom 
of God gained and granted. Indeed, the final act of 
the dying King Jesus is to grant forgiveness, mercy 
and admission to the kingdom – a gospel within the 
Gospel.

The Gospel readings throughout Ordinary time have 
lead us on a journey of accompanying Jesus on his 
earthly journey, listening to him unfold God’s desire 
for the human family, watching him restore health 
and wholeness to many, being taught how to pray 
properly, to be aware that the Kingdom is both ‘here 
and now’ and ‘yet to come’, the lengths God goes to 
in order to win us back, and how God meets us with 
mercy, forgiveness, healing and peace.
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Our journey has been about discovering who God is 
and therefore, who Jesus is, and therefore, who we are 
called to be when we enter into a faithful relationship 
with him.

Prayers of Intercession
Lord, may the whole Church
be a source of peace and reconciliation for all.

May our governments and civic leaders
always seek the good of every person.

May our prayer together 
strengthen us to be the living witness of love in the 
world to all who are in need.

Lord’s Prayer
Formed by the teaching and example of Jesus,
we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Closing Prayer
Lord God,
fill us with the spirit of your Son
that we may witness his love in our families, 
our parishes and our world.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing
May the blessing of God be among us, 
and remain with us for ever. Amen.
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This resource is presented by the Carmelites for use by individuals, families and small groups as a prayerful celebration of the 
Word of God to help prepare us to celebrate the Eucharist with our worshipping communities. We are conscious that Christ 
is present not only in the Blessed Sacrament but also in the Scriptures and in our hearts. We are also conscious of the many 
people who, for various reasons including sickness and infirmity, cannot physically attend the Eucharist. Even when we are on 
our own we remain part of the Body of Christ.

In the room you decide to use for this prayer you could have a lighted candle, a crucifix and the Bible. These symbols 
help keep us mindful of the sacredness of our time of prayer and can help us feel connected with our local worshipping 
communities.

This text is arranged with parts for a leader and for all to pray, but the leader’s parts can be shared among those present.

As you use this prayer know that the Carmelites will be remembering in our prayer all the members of our family.


